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Slippery Slope

Book Contents < (also known as absurd extrapolation, thin edge of the wedge, camel’s nose,
domino fallacy)
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The Fallacies: Ac—An <

Description: When a relatively insignificant first event is suggested to lead

The Fallacies: Appeal To <
to a more significant event, which in turn leads to a more significant event,

The Fallacies: Ar-Co < and so on, until some ultimate, significant event is reached, where the
The Fallacies: Co—Ex < connection of each event is not only unwarranted but with each step it

becomes more and more improbable. Many events are usually present in
The Fallacies: Fa-Hy < this fallacy, but only two are actually required -- usually connected by “the
The Fallacies: Id-Mu < next thing you know...”
The Fallacies: Na—-Ri < Logical Form:

v If A, then B, then C, ... then ultimately Z!
Scapegoating Example #1:
Self-Righteousness Fallacy We cannot unlock our child from the closet because if we do, she will
want to roam the house. If we let her roam the house, she will want to

Selective Attention roam the neighborhood. If she roams the neighborhood, she will get

picked up by a stranger in a van, who will sell her in a sex slavery ring in

Self-Sealing Argument
ng Argd some other country. Therefore, we should keep her locked up in the

Shifting of the Burden of Proof closet.

Shoehorning Explanation: In this example, it starts out with reasonable effects to the
causes. For example, yes, if the child is allowed to go free in her room, she

Slippery Slope would most likely want to roam the house -- 95% probability estimatelll,

Sure, if she roams the house, she will probably want the freedom of going
outside, but not necessarily “roaming the neighborhood”, but let’s give that
Spiritual Fallacy a probability of say 10%. Now we start to get very improbable. The

Special Pleading


http://www.logicallyfallacious.com/
http://www.logicallyfallacious.com/index.php/logical-fallacies/163-slippery-slope#_ftn1
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/qa/Bo/LogicalFallacies
http://www.logicallyfallacious.com/
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/184/The_Fallacies_Ac_An
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/ss/Bo/LogicalFallacies/Logically-Fallacious--autographed-copy--hardcover-edition
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/qa/Bo/LogicalFallacies?emailus
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies?login
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/3/Book-Contents
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/184/The-Fallacies-Ac-An
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/185/The-Fallacies-Appeal-To
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/186/The-Fallacies-Ar-Co
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/187/The-Fallacies-Co-Ex
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/188/The-Fallacies-Fa-Hy
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/189/The-Fallacies-Id-Mu
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/190/The-Fallacies-Na-Ri
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/191/The-Fallacies-Sc-Wi
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/158/Scapegoating
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/240/Self-Righteousness-Fallacy
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/159/Selective-Attention
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/160/Self-Sealing-Argument
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/222/Shifting-of-the-Burden-of-Proof
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/161/Shoehorning
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/162/Slippery-Slope
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/163/Special-Pleading
https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/164/Spiritual-Fallacy
https://web.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.logicallyfallacious.com%2Ftools%2Flp%2FBo%2FLogicalFallacies%2F162%2FWishful-Thinking&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0

Spin Doctoring

Spotlight Fallacy
Statement of Conversion
Stereotyping (the fallacy)
Stolen Concept Fallacy
Strawman Fallacy

Style Over Substance
Subjectivist Fallacy
Subverted Support
Sunk-Cost Fallacy
Suppressed Correlative

Survivorship Fallacy

Texas Sharpshooter Fallacy

Tokenism

Traitorous Critic Fallacy
Two Wrongs Make a Right
Type-Token Fallacy
Unfalsifiability
Unwarranted Contrast
Use-Mention Error

Weak Analogy

Willed Ignorance

Wishful Thinking
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Hello Sir,

chances of her getting picked up by a stranger (.05%) in a van (35%) to sell
her into sex slavery (.07%) in another country (40%) is next to nothing
when you do all the math:

.95 x .10 x .0005 x .35 x .0007 x .4 = about 1 in 25,000,000.

Morality and legality aside, is it really worth it to keep a child locked in a
closet based on those odds?

Example #2:

Explanation: Accepting the story of Adam and Eve as figurative rarely (it is
sad that I cannot confidently say “never”) leads to bestiality.

Exception: When a chain of events has an inevitable cause and effect
relationship, as in a mathematical, logical, or physical certainty, it is not a
fallacy.

Tip: The concept of a “bad day” is part of this fallacy. You wake up in the
morning, and you discover that you are out of coffee. From there, you
fallaciously reason that this means you will be grumpy, late for work, then
behind all day in work, then have to stay late, then miss dinner with the
family, then cause more friction at home, etc. This is only true if you act it
out as if it is true. Of course, with an already bad attitude, you look back on
the day, block out the good and wallow in the bad, just so you can tell
yourself, that you were right all along about having a “bad day”.

Don't let that happen.
References:
Walton, D. N. (1992). Slippery Slope Arguments. Clarendon Press.

[1] I am basing these estimates on my best guess... this is not meant to be an accurate
study on child abduction, just an illustration of how odds work in the fallacy.
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Thursday, March 14, 2019 - 03:37:25 PM

I do not understand why in the logic textbook I am reading, that this following argument
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is a strawman, but not also a slippery slope fallacy:

" Humanitarian groups have argued in favor of housing for the poor. Unfortunately, these
high-density projects have been tried in the past and have failed. In no time they turn into
ghettos with astronomical rates of crime and delinquency. Clearly, these humanitarian

Krista arguments are not what they seem".
Neckles
Thank You.
login to reply 1 reply 0 votes

Friday, March 15, 2019 - 06:08:52 AM
It does not follow the typical

pattern, if this then that then that then that...

Bo Bennett,
PhD

login to reply 0 votes

Wednesday, November 07, 2018 - 10:20:52 AM
There is a fallacy in the explanation of the

first example. I'm setting aside whether it is okay to throw in estimated probabilities
(which always fail to perfectly capture reality). The final probability was multiplied by 35%
because the vehicle was described as a van, which is a nearly irrelevant detail. Further, it
might be argued that the real concern might simply be that something will happen that's
bad enough to outweigh the problems with keeping her in the closet, not that she will
specifically be sold as a sex slave into another country. I'm fully aware that if I was using
this to discredit the discrediting of the example, them I would be subject to the same
criticism because I am focusing on the validity of the statistics rather than the point being
made that the example has poor reasoning. A better way to explain the fallacy would
simply be to point out that one can, for example, stop at the part of letting her roam the
neighborhood or simply giving her proper education. The problem in a slippery slope
fallacy is not so much that the events are unlikely, but that there are or can be things put
in place that prevent those events from being a likely issue.

login to reply 1 reply 1 votes

Sunday, January 06, 2019 - 07:11:28 PM
I think it is better for you to

focus on the point being made in the example.

Shawn login to reply 0 votes

Sunday, January 06, 2019 - 03:40.:10 PM
Here is an interesting peer review article on

slippery slope arguments: https://philpapers.org/archive/JEFSSA.pdf

Shawn

login to reply 0 replies 1 votes



Krista
Neckles

Hello Sir, Tuesday, July 10, 2018 - 04:06:07 PM

Could it be interpreted that the slippery slope fallacy is a formal fallacy? The way that this
fallacy is structured reminds me of a flawed version of a hypothetical syllogism, in which
someone says "If A then B. If B then C. Theefore if A then C".

Thank you Sir.

5 replies 0 votes

Tuesday, July 10, 2018 - 04:27:05 PM
No, it would still be informal

(inductive). Slippery slope mostly always implies probability rather than
a certain, deterministic conclusion.

Bo Bennett,
PhD 0 votes
Tuesday, July 10, 2018 - 05:01:37 PM

@Bo Bennett, PhD: Thank you
Sir. But is there a fallacy that is an invalid form of the hyothetical
syllogism?

Krista

Neckles

0 votes

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 - 01:03:06 PM
@Krista Neckles: Not sure

exactly what you mean. There are many deductive fallacies (listed on
this site). These are mostly also invalid syllogisms.

Bo Bennett,
PhD 0 votes
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 - 01:19:47 PM
@Bo Bennett, PhD: Hello Sir
this is what I mean:

Therefore if P then R (This is a valid pure hypothetical syllogism)

This example is an invalid form:
If P then Q

If R then Q

Therefore if P then R

However I do not know what fallacy the invalid version is called. In the
valid version there is a chain made while in the invalid version there is
not. I hope I explained myself better.
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Wednesday, July 11, 2018 - 01:27:04 PM
@Krista Neckles: Off the top

of my head I don't know either. Perhaps a non sequiter... general
fallacy when something does not follow

Bo Bennett,

PhD login to reply 0 votes
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