Skip to content

Raul Pacheco-Vega, PhD

Understanding and solving intractable resource governance problems.

e About Me
o CV
Blog
Contact
In the Press
Miscellanea
o Blog posts about my research
o Higher education and academia
o Public administration, public policy and public management research
o Research methods
My Research
o Conferences and Talks
o Current projects
= Exploring models of electronic wastes governance in the United States and Mexico:
Recycling, risk and environmental justice
= The Collaborative Resource Governance Lab (CoReGovLab)
s Water Conflicts in Mexico: A Multi-Method Approach
o Past projects
o Publications and scholarly output
o Research Interests
e Publications
e Resources
o Academic Writing (#AcWri)
» Writing a research paper, book chapter or dissertation/thesis chapter
Literature Reviews
My Reading Notes of Books
Note-Taking Techniques
Organization and Time Management
Planning and Processing Protocols
Reading Strategies
Resources for Educators
Resources for Graduate Students
= Writing a Doctoral (PhD)_Dissertation
Resources for Undergraduate Students
Social Media in Academia
Surviving and Thriving in Academia
Teaching Public Policy, Public Administration and Public Management
o The Everything Notebook
e Teaching
o Academic year 2012-2013
o Fall 2015
» Regional Development (Fall 2015)
= State and Local Government (Fall 2015)
o Fall 2016
= Public Policy Analysis (Fall 2016)
= Regional Development (Fall 2016)
o Fall 2018
= Public Policy Analysis (Fall 2018)
o Spring 2016
= Public Policy Analysis (Spring 2016)
o Summer 2011

O 0O 0O 0O 0 0 0 O

O O O ©o



http://www.raulpacheco.org/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/about/cv/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/blog/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/contact/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/media-press-coverage/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/research-blog-posts/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/research-blog-posts/research-related-blog-posts/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/research-blog-posts/higher-education-and-academia-blog-posts/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/research-blog-posts/public-administration-public-policy-and-public-management-research/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/research-blog-posts/research-methods/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/presentations/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/current-projects/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/current-projects/exploring-models-of-electronic-wastes-governance-in-the-united-states-and-mexico-recycling-risk-and-environmental-justice/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/current-projects/the-collaborative-resource-governance-lab-coregovlab/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/current-projects/water-conflicts-in-mexico-a-multi-method-approach/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/past-projects/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/publications-and-scholarly-output/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/my-research-2/my-research/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/publications/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/academic-writing-acwri/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/academic-writing-acwri/writing-a-research-paper-book-chapter/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/literature-reviews/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/reading-notes/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/note-taking-techniques/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/organization-and-time-management/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/planning-and-processing-protocols/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/reading-strategies/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/resources-for-educators/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/resources-for-graduate-students/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/resources-for-graduate-students/writing-a-doctoral-phd-dissertation/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/resources-for-undergraduate-students/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/social-media-in-academia/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/surviving-and-thriving-in-academia/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/teaching-public-policy-public-administration-and-public-management/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/the-everything-notebook/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/2012-2013/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/fall-2015/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/fall-2015/regional-development-fall-2015/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/fall-2015/state-and-local-government-fall-2015/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/teaching-2016-2017/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/teaching-2016-2017/public-policy-analysis-fall-2016/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/teaching-2016-2017/regional-development-fall-2016/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/fall-2018/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/fall-2018/public-policy-analysis-fall-2018/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/spring-2016/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/spring-2016/public-policy-analysis-spring-2016/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/teaching/summer-2011/

= POLI 351 Environmental Policy and Politics (Summer Session 2011)
o Winter 2009
s POLI 352 Comparative Politics of Public Policy (Term 2)
= POLI 375A Global Environmental Politics (Term 2)
o Winter 2010
= POLI 350A Public Policy (Term 2)
s POLI 351 Environmental Policy and Politics (Term 1)
= POLI 375A Global Environmental Politics (Term 2)
o Winter 2011
s POLI 332 Latin American Environmental Politics (Term 2, Spring 2012)
s POLI 350A Public Policy (Term 1, Sep-Dec 2011)
= POLI 375A Global Environmental Politics (Term 1, Sep-Dec 2011)
e Login

Search

Finding the most relevant information in a paper
when reading: A three-step method (the AIC
technique)

It occurred to me as I was writing my blog posts on reading strategies that some people may wonder how fo
find the most relevant information when reading. 1 had tweeted about it, but I hadn’t actually written about it.
So, I thought I’d write about how I work to find the most relevant information when I’'m reading a paper.
This applies to articles, book chapters, reports and books. I use a three-step process (and I focus on 3 main
elements of a paper) which I call the AIC content extraction.

First off, while many people will recommend reading the abstract first, | don’t necessarily agree that it
should be the major source of information. I have found that many abstracts are so constrained by space
(100-150 words) that they rarely relay exactly the content of the paper (which ends up being much richer
than the abstract posited). I think we always should read abstracts, but be somewhat skeptic of whether they
will provide us with the full description of what the paper is about. I wouldn’t write a rhetorical precis based
on an abstract, for example!

I do, however, expect that the introduction to a paper will tell me, by the second or third paragraph,
what the paper is about. For example, below I noted that the introductory paragraph of a paper on industrial
restructuring in the beer industry in Canada tells us the context and the reason for the paper.
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| like this model of introduction: context, what explains
phenomenon. HOWEVER, some puzzles remain. Hence this
paper

15 7:54 PM - Jan 3, 2017

See Dr Raul Pacheco-Vega's other Tweets

Note 3 explanatory elements within the paper:

e What is the context of this research? Why are the authors doing it?

e What explains the phenomenon they are studying?

e The “BUT THIS IS WHY WE’RE DOING THIS” — the WHY that explains what the paper will tackle
and the reasons for it.

Some authors will provide then a detailed description of what the paper is about (methodology, research
methods, data description, etc.), as shown below.
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Then next paragraph explains "this paper explains X
phenomenon through a study of Y and Z compared" then, data.
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Other papers will provide you with a summary of Context, Rationale, Method, and Findings within the first
few paragraphs, as this paper on the nexus between voluntary and non-profit research and policy studies’
scholarship by Dr. David Carter and Dr. Chris Weible shows.
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.@chris_weible & @DCarterSLC offer great example on how to
read/write. Paragraph 1 context, 2 what article is about
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I always zoom in on the introduction because that’s where I expect that the paper authors’ will set up the
entire manuscript. I look for a summary of the paper (again, looking at the context for why this research is
needed, the gap in the literature, and what the contribution of the paper is).

] Mendeley Desktop

Ble Edit Yiew Go  Jools Help
Al - # 5 > - X e | a - = (= O~ "yt vendors™
Select Fan Mot Hughight. Color Zoom Fullscreen  Shane Sync

B vyibeary | B waste pickers and otes. B sweet vendors and ozes £ Play for protest, prote

Caroline Skinner
{corresponding author) is
urban Policies Research
Director for WIEGO and

a Senior Researcher at
the African Centre for
Cities at the University of
Cape Town. For over 15
years, Skinner's work has
interrogated the nature
of the informal economy
with a focus on informing
advocacy processes and
livelihood-centred policy
and planning responses.
she has published widely
on the topic. She has
been involved in policy
and advocacy work in
South Africa at a local,

Mo matches for the phrase ‘roever sknner'

regions of the global South, informal employment accounts for more
than half of total employment, and when self-employment outweighs
wage employment.(V Within self-employment, street trade is one of the
most visible occupations, yvet few cities successfully balance the need to
support livelihoods with the need to manage public space.

In the context of that challenge, street vendors and market traders
in many cities operate in uncertain work environments. Recent research
documents a host of evictions and relocations, but focuses less on the
day-to-day struggles of these workers to make a living within policy
environments that regulate street trade in exclusionary or contradictory
ways. This paper fills that gap by examining the impact of exclusionary
practices in five cities where street vending is an important occupation.
The paper draws on data from the Informal Economy Monitoring Study
(IEMS), a 10-city study of working conditions among home-based workers,
street vendors and waste pickers undertaken in 2012 by the WIEGO
network and local partners.'®

Ervironment & Urbanization Copyright © 2016 International institute for Environment and Development (IED) 359
ol 28(2); 359-374. DO 10.1177/095824TR 16653898 wwawsagepublications.com
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When | read, | zoom in on paragraph 2 or 3 where authors
usually tell me a summary of the paper (context, gap in
literature, contribution)
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One of the suggestions that many scholars and academic writing coaches offer is that one should read at least
the following elements if one is in a rush.

e The abstract.
e The introduction.
e The conclusion.

I tend to agree, which is why I suggested that this is a three elements/steps method, though in methodological
papers, | tend to focus more on the actual application of the method. But I always expect that the abstract,
introduction and conclusion will follow a storytelling model and that they will provide me with a broad
overview of what the paper is about (this suggestion applies obviously to larger-size manuscripts, like
books).

In the conclusion of a paper, I always expect to find a summary of what’s been done and how, as Dr.
Veronica Crossa does in this paper on varying strategies that street vendors used in Mexico City’s Coyoacan
to resist removal and eviction.
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and plazas, they work and play and that multiplicity of logics (Ettlinger 2004) matters
to their resistance movement.

In this paper, | have examined aspects of playful protests that took place in thesa
sorts of spaces of production, where street vendors and artisans were excluded
from their workplaces, forced to stop producing and find new ways of making a
living. In addition to facing removal from their economic spaces, they were also
denied access to the spaces that provided them with personal and emotional ties
to friends and colleagues. As discussed, the practices of resistance were therefore
based en the notion that the movernent had to be representative of the symbaolic
and material importance of these places characterized by creativity, art, play, and
work. Embedded in the struggle was the desire to show that the means of resistance
was equally as impertant as the ends. In other words, the strategies and practices
used to convey messages of opposition mattered to and affected the nature of their
struggle. For vendors and artisans in Coyoacan, fighting against Plazas Limpias had
to occur through their eyes and hands, through strategies and methods that were a
fundamental part of their subjectivity. In the process of fighting and “creating with
their hands”, they developed affective ties that formed a solid foundation on which
they could sustain their movement. Their resistance worked in many ways because
it invited people to play and in the process learn about their work and struggle. As

Note that Dr. Crossa summarizes the entire paper in the first few sentences of one of the concluding
paragraphs, but provides additional context and insights further down.

I find that applying this three-step method (Abstract, Introduction and Conclusion) gives me at least the bare
bones of an understanding of a paper. I absolutely do NOT recommend skipping the middle of the paper
(methods, data, results, argument), but at least these three elements may provide a tool to decide on whether
to do a detailed memorandum on the paper, whether to simply write a rhetorical precis, and what kind of
information to look for throughout the paper for your Conceptual Synthesis Excel Worksheet.
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About Raul Pacheco-Vega, PhD

I am an Assistant Professor in the Public Administration Division of the Centre for Economic Research and
Teaching, CIDE (Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Economicas, CIDE, AC) based out of CIDE Region
Centro in Aguascalientes, Mexico. My research is interdisciplinary by nature, although I consider myself
more of a political scientist and geographer, as those [...Jmore —
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The CFP deadline for our Rural, Agricultural, and Environmental network meeting at SSHA
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